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certain drollery. So far from Great Britain protesting against Portugal's mute sufferance of the seizure of her subjects and shipping by Napoleon, England actually advised her to save herself by accepting the French ultimatum. " By all means," in effect said Canning to the Lisbon Government, " make war against us as the Dictator of Europe desires ; only do your best to avoid the confiscation of English property/' Portugal acted on the advice, took its place among our declared enemies, but spared the property of British residents. This was not enough for the French emperor, who, upon his favourite principle that war ought to support war, had long since arranged to gratify his favourites by the plunder of British possessions in the Peninsula. While in the very act of appropriating the valuables belonging to the prosperous merchants of Frankfort, and the masterpieces of Italian art at Rome, Bonaparte had cherished the design of looting the traders of all nations, especially of England, in Portugal and Spain. On 17th October 1807, the French invasion, and with it the panic at the Lisbon court, began. This was part of the policy arranged at Tilsit, and some time before then discussed between Napoleon and his Foreign Minister. The peace negotiations of 1806, instituted by Fox, had been conducted by Yarmouth, Lander-dale and Rosslyn. So far back as then Talleyrand made no mystery of the FYench intention to absorb the whole Peninsula, More than that, the accounts of the negotiations furnish the earliest circumstantial evidence to show that, in 1806 Talleyrand keenly supported the peninsular projects.* Then at least there could have been no
* O'Meara, ii. 330; Thibaudeau, vi. 296. 204